As an exposition of the structure of the nervous centres in Man, however, we are disposed to regard it as the most full and accurate that has yet appeared in this country, and to recommend it to the attention of the student accordingly.
Prefixed to the anatomical details, which constitute the bulk of the volume, is a series of "Aphorisms respecting the nervous system," which presents, in a very clear and concise form, the chief truths which have been ascertained in regard to its functions. We must take exception, however, to the language in which some of them are couched, as tending to mislead the reader; though we cannot believe that Dr. Todd's ideas on the subject are really different from our own. " The nervous force," he justly observes, " is a polar force, resembling electricity in the instantaneousness of its development, and in the rapidity of its propagation, but differing from it in several important features. It is a peculiar feature of the nervous force, not only that it may be developed under the influence either of a mental or of a physical stimulus, but that, being excited by a physical stimulus, it is capable of affecting the mind." So far, so good. The nervous force itself is recognized as the same, whether excited by the will acting through the brain, or by an irritation applied to the trunk of the nerve; and this is in accordance with sound philosophy, which forbids us to regard as different the conditions into which the nerve is thrown by these two agencies,?the sole manifestations of those conditions, exhibited through the muscles, being precisely the same. But (p. 72.) In regard to the connexion between the nutrition and waste of the vesicular matter of the nervous system, on the one hand, and the degree of its vital activity, on the other, our own mind has long been completely made up; and we have, on several former occasions, expressed our conviction, with some of the reasons on which it is founded, in the pages of this Journal. The idea started by Dr. Todd, in regard to the relation between the pigment-granules, which seem to form an essential constituent of the cells of the gray matter, and the hsematosine, which is contained within the red corpuscles, and which is manufactured (so to speak) by them, appears to us to be one of peculiar interest; and it derives increased weight from the disturbance of the functions of the nervous system, which invariably manifests itself, when there is any considerable deficiency in the proportion of red corpuscles in the blood.
By way of sample of the descriptions of the structure of the brain itself we may quote the following passages relative to the Mesocephale ; a term which may be new to some of our readers, but which was first suggested by Chaussier, as applicable to that part of the encephalic mass, in which the fibres of the different parts come into close relation.
The pyramidal and olivary columns may be readily traced, as already explained, from the medulla oblongata up to the cerebral hemispheres, the former becoming united chiefly with the corpora striata, the latter with the optic thalami.
In 
